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CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 1314 

E.O.11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, BC 

SUBJ: BOTSWANA PREPARES FOR A GENERAL ELECTION 
REF: GABORONE A-98 

1. DURING A RECENT CONVERSATION BETWEEN EMBOFF AND 
BOTSWANA'S MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING, 

E.M.K. KGABO, THE MINISTER MENTIONED THAT HE WOULD 

BE VERY BUSY IN THE COMING MONTHS TRAVELING AROUND THE 
COUNTRY EXPLAINING THE POLICIES OF THE RULING BOTSWANA 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY (BDP) AND PREPARING THE BDP FOR 
THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION. KGABO SAID HE THROUGHT PRESIDENT 
KHAMA WOULD MAKE THE MARCH 1974 SITTING OF THE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY THE DESSOLUTION SESSION WITH THE GENERAL ELECTION 
COMING IN APRIL. HE NOTED THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS QUOTE 
BEEN DOING A LOT OF CAMPAIGNING RECENTLY UNQUOTE. KGABO 
ADDED THAT HE PERSONALLY FAVORED AN APRIL ELECTION. 

2. KGABO WAS MOVED FROM MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
AND LANDS TO THE NEW POSITION OF MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTING IN APRIL 1973. THERE WAS SPECULATION 
THAT THIS STEP WAS TAKEN TO GIVE HIM MORE TIME 
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FOR POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. KGABO IS AN OLD-TIME BDP STATESMAN 
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WHO IS CONSIDERED A FIRST-RATE GRASS-ROOTS POLITICIAN. 

IT IS THOUGH THAT HIS VIEWS ON BDP ISSUES AND CAMPAIGN 
STRATEGY CARRY CONSIDERABLE WEIGHT WITHIN THE PARTY'S 
COUNCILS. MCGUIRE 
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